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TOWN OF MERRILLVILLE

Established: 1971 
Population: 35,322
Total Area: 33.26 mi2

Hub for retail in NW Indiana



TOWN COUNCIL

Ward 1
Donald Spann

Ward 2
Richard Hardaway

Ward 3
Jeffrey Minchuk

Ward 5
Chrissy Barron

Ward 6
Shawn Pettit

Ward 7
Roxanne LaMarca

Ward 4
Margaret Uzelac



PLANNING & BUILDING

Bill Laird - Planning Director
Sheila Shine - Building Director 



Construction Activity/Costs

• In 2016 the Merrillville Planning & Building Department issued 1,321 permits 
totaling $93,820,046 estimated cost of construction.

• Commercial activity consisted of new buildings, interior/exterior remodels of 
businesses and parking lot improvements.

• Our business licensing within the town continues to grow.

• There were several properties that were blighted that have been improved.



CVS/Fannie May
10 E. 81st Avenue

Cost of Improvement = $1 million



Tom & Ed’s Auto
8130 Taney Place

Cost of Improvement = $1.4 million



Cost of Improvement = $850,000

Bob’s Discount Furniture
1488 E 79th Avenue



Cost of Improvement = $2.1 million



Cost of Improvement = $14 million



Cost of Improvement = $4.5 million



Cost of Improvement = $600,000

Starbucks
725 W. 81st Avenue



Crew Carwash
SW Corner of US 30 
& Merrillville Road

Cost of Improvement = $875,000



Cost of Improvement = $1.75 million



Cost of Improvement = $5 million

Polycon Industries
8919 Colorado Street



South Lake Pointe
1580 E. Lincoln Hwy.

Cost of Improvement = $950,000



Holiday Inn Express
8460 Mississippi Street

Cost of Improvement = $3.5 million



Cost of Improvement = $4.4 million

Indiana/Kentucky/Ohio
Regional Carpenters
1560 E. 70th Court



Cost of Improvement = $6.5 million



Home 2 Hilton
8420 Indiana Street

Cost of Improvement = $ 5 million



Point Blank Gun Range
8600 Louisiana Street

Cost of Improvement = $1.9 million



Growth in residential subdivisions continues with 
construction occurring in:

• Hunter’s Glen North
• Madison Meadows
• Waterford
• Prairie Creek
• Foxmoor

New Family Residential Development
Cost of Improvement = $7.8 million



Ray’s Movers
6490 Broadway

Facade Grants





• Initiative now includes designated code 
enforcement officer

• The town formed an Abandoned & Blight 
Properties Committee 

• Areas were surveyed to assess needs 
and, as a result, 165 homes and vacant 
lots are being reviewed

• Meetings were held with building 
professionals and financing institutions

• A plan is being developed along with 
policies and legal options

Fight the Blight Program





STORMWATER UTILITY

Matthew Lake, M.S., CPMSM - Executive Director



In September of 2008 we experienced 9 inches of rain in 48 hours…



• Stormwater 20-Year Master Plan

• Conducted drainage studies for each 

sub-watershed area 

• Identified and prioritized large scale 

capital improvement projects 

estimated over 25 million dollars

Stormwater Master Plan

• Meadowdale Lateral Subwatershed - $3,887,694.60
• Kaiser Ditch Subwatershed - $8,357,638.80
• Chapel Manor Subwatershed - $8,674,335.00
• North Central Turkey Creek Subwatershed - $1,662,824.10
• Northeast Turkey Creek Subwatershed - $2,328,060.00
• TOTAL - $24,910,552.50



Master Plan Project Summary

• Approximately 30 Projects

• Total Cost = $25 to 35 million

• Structures Protected = 341

• Storage Created = 457 ac-ft

(149 million gallons)



Project Design

Five (5) projects associated with the Master Plan 
currently being designed:

• STORAGE BASIN 1 - Meadowdale
• STORAGE BASIN 2 - Meadowdale
• CULVERT IMPROVEMENTS AT TAFT PLACE 

(Bon Aire Lake)  
• CULVERT IMPROVEMENTS AT STATE HWY 55
• DETENTION AREA EAST OF 56TH & GRANT



• Increased user fee by 80% to invest in new flood control infrastructure.

• Will generate approximately $900,000 additional revenue.

• Revenue from a fee increase will primarily be applied to implement. 
construction projects identified in the Merrillville Stormwater Master 
Plan.

Stormwater Fee Increase



• Merrillville has over 6,000 inlets and 
over 800,000 feet of storm drains that 
are continuously maintained.

• We continue to invest in new 
infrastructure throughout the town to 
manage stormwater quantity & quality. 



Ross Meadow Farms



Sunset Road – Phase 1



Meadowland - 53rd Court







• Merrillville is the only 

community in NW Indiana with 

Low Impact Development 

Standards
– Requires more sustainable 

development to improve water 

quality and reduce quantity impacts

Low Impact Development



Lake County Library



CVS/Fannie May



Meadowland Manor - 54th Court



IBEW Electrical Union



Dollar Tree – 5840 Broadway



Family Dollar – 5377 Broadway



Stormwater Resource Center
7404 Broadway



• Merrillville Stormwater Utility 
ranked the best in the state 
for the FEMA CRS program!

• One of only three communities 
ranked in Northwest Indiana

• Lowered flood insurance 
premiums for all flood 
insurance policies within the 
Town of Merrillville
– 15% reduction for residents in 

special flood hazard areas

– 5% reduction for all other 
properties

• Recognized for floodplain 
management activities that 
exceed the minimum NFIP 
requirements

FEMA Community Rating System



• Merrillville is an IDEM 

Clean Community  

• Recognized for proactively 

managing environmental 

impacts associated with 

governmental operations

IDEM Clean Community



Tree City USA

• Merrillville has been a designated Tree City USA for the past 6 years

• Arbor Day event provides opportunities for education and outreach 

activities that emphasize trees for aesthetics and stormwater



PUBLIC WORKS

Bruce Spires - Director
Kevin Markle - Street Superintendent



Mississippi Street Widening - Phase 1
(U.S. 30 to 93rd Avenue)

• Total cost including construction 
inspection is $10,304,200.00

• The project includes a new traffic 
signal at the intersection of 89th

Avenue

• The town has secured Group 1 federal 
funding through NIRPC to pay for 80% 
of the project

• The town’s portion funded through 
the Mississippi Street TIF district 



Madison Street
(73rd to 80th Place)

• Madison Street from 73rd Avenue to 
80th Place was reconstructed and 
widened to mirror Merrillville Road 
south of U.S. 30 

• Total construction cost = 



C & O Trail Extension
(73rd to Mississippi)

• Extends from 73rd Avenue to 
Merrillville Road.

• Total construction =











POLICE DEPARTMENT

Joe Petruch - Chief



Providing Protection

• Have a general operating fund of $5,074,332

• Currently have 54 full-time police officers

• Purchased 10 new police cars (non-tax payer source)
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Crime Statistics

• Robbery is down 44%

• Burglary for residence is down 21% 

• Felony charges are down 48%

• Responded to 33,058 service calls in past year 



FIRE DEPARTMENT

Ed Yerga - Chief



Investing in Safety

• Fire Department now has 14 full-time firefighters

• Improved Insurance Service Office (ISO) rating, which 
lowers insurance for all property owners

• In the process of having an Opticom® GPS System on 
47 stoplights to improve response time by at least 25%

• Having more firefighters trained as medics to provide 
advanced life support (3 EMT-B, 3EMT Paramedics)

• Maintains over $6 million dollars worth of apparatus



Ambulance Service

• New  3-year contract with Superior Ambulance Service

• Must respond to all calls within six(6) minutes



• $600,000 investment. 
• The building was originally built in 1879 as the First 

Methodist Church. 
• In 1958 it became the Merrillville Fire Station until 

the new station was built next door in 1981. 
• In an effort to preserve the history of the building, 

the new look incorporates the old look of the fire 
station on the front, and some features from the 
original church such as the high arched windows on 
each side.

FD Headquarters Renovation Project
24 W. 73rd Avenue



PARKS

Jan Orlich - Director



Parks  & Recreation Brochure



Park and Playground Renovations 

• There are 15 public parks in 
Merrillville.

• Renovations include new equipment, 
surfacing and ADA improvements.

• Improvements will continue until all 
Merrillville parks are renovated.



Programming

• Residents can now register for 
park programs from the 
convenience of their home, 
office or smart phone through 
the new RecTrac software.

• Programming options are 
constantly changing to meet the 
need of Merrillville residents.

• Senior programming has 
increased and now offers 
luncheons, day trips, overnight 
trips, nutrition & educational 
classes.

• Adult exercise classes have also 
experienced an increase in 
popularity.



Trail System
• Merrillville has the longest contiguous trail in 

Northwest Indiana - Erie Lakawanna Trail 
(17.7 miles)

• Phase 2 of the C&O Greenway now extends 
from Broadway & I-65 to Mississippi Street 
connecting to a prominent shopping area 
with several restaurants

Erie-Lakawanna Trail



TOWN MANAGEMENT

Bruce Spires - Town Manager



Marketing for New Growth

• Updated Website

• Business Locator Map

• Electronic Billboard

• Town Newsletters

• Ordinances





More economic development anticipated for this 
year!  “THE TOWN THAT WORKS FOR YOU”



At Home Superstore



White Lodging/Raddison



Bell Tower West



Southlake Pointe – Lot 2



Merrillville Shoppes/Catch 22





Paul’s Auto Yard



Pipefitters Union Local 597
(101st & Georgia St.)



White Lodging/Raddison


